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[Summarized below are reports released on Jan. 24 and Jan. 25 concerning the attack on the La
Tablada infantry barracks, located outside Buenos Aires. See LADC, 01/24/89 for an account of
the attack launched by a group of civilians at 6:00 a.m. Monday.] Jan. 24: The last civilian attackers
surrendered to the army after 28 hours of fighting with soldiers and Buenos Aires police. By the
end of day, the casualty count included at least 36 dead, and dozens wounded. President Raul
Alfonsin visited the base at noon to observe the nearly destroyed installation, and bodies strewn
throughout the compound. As he stepped down from the helicopter, snipers and provincial police
exchanged fire. Presidential spokesperson Jose Ignacio Lopez said the president was not the target
of the gunfire since the shooting occurred in another section of the base. The sniper fire came from
apartment buildings close to the barracks. Policemen posted on the base responded with handguns,
while soldiers in a helicopter hovering above the base turned a machinegun on the apartment
buildings. At noon, provincial police said 13 members of the attack force who surrendered had been
detained, and that nine hostages held at the officers club were freed. By Tuesday morning, local
news reports all agreed that the attackers numbered about 50. In several statements, government
and security force sources said the attackers pertained to the guerrilla group called the People's
Revolutionary Army (Ejercito Revolucionario del Pueblo-ERP). Military officials said captured
weapons included Soviet- and Chinese-made machine-guns. Military and government officials
said the attackers apparently intended to steal weapons from the camp armory. Journalists were
allowed into base at mid-afternoon. The reporters counted 15 bodies. The government news agency
said some of the attackers were foreigners. According to presidential spokesperson Ignacio Lopez,
confiscated pamphlets indicated that the attackers called their group the Popular Resistance Front.
He said other pamphlets indicated that the group believed a military coup was imminent and
wished to prevent it. On Tuesday evening in an address broadcast nationwide, after stating that the
attackers were "ultraleftists," President Alfonsin said fighting political subversion is "the last test of
my government." "This is my fight, and I'll fight it to the finish so society is free of this aggression,"
he said. According to Alfonsin, 28 commandos were killed and 14 detained. Seven soldiers and
a policeman were killed, he said, and 63 soldiers and policemen were wounded. The president
described the La Tablada affair as a "very serious and decisive challenge to my government...Once
again, democracy has been affirmed, and the nation's institutions are consolidated." The president
also announced the creation of a National Security Council to define a strategy to prevent future
uprisings. Alfonsin signed decrees giving powers to security authorities to investigate the possible
existence of armed groups throughout the country. The president said he would not show "the least
sign of weakness" in the struggle against rebels. "Society cannot endure more violence, whatever its
(political) tendency." Jan. 25: Police staged more than 20 raids around the capital, seeking evidence
connected to the attack on the La Tablada base. As of Wednesday, the casualty toll reported by the
local press was 36 dead, and at least 68 wounded, according to Attorney General Andres D'Alessio.
He said three of the civilian commandos identified belonged to radical leftist groups. He added that
all of the attackers identified thus far are Argentine. A total of 17 men and two women between the
ages of 19 and 35 were being held at police headquarters in downtown Buenos Aires, according to
the attorney general. Previously, the government acknowledged only 14 people were under arrest.
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He added that the commandos included five women, two of which were killed and three arrested.
According to the attorney general, among the dead were Jose Luis Caldu, a former member of
the ERP, and Jorge Manuel Banos, a leader of a spinoff group called Movement Everyone for the
Country. Banos reportedly had denounced alleged plans by rightists in the military to overthrow the
government and install Peronist presidential candidate Carlos Menem. At least 18 bodies remain
to be identified, D'Alessio said. The People's Revolutionary Army formally disbanded in 1980
after several years of fighting with soldiers, and being decimated in the process. The Movement
is a small, organization that includes former-ERP militants. Under arrest is another Movement
leader, Juan Manuel Burgos. According to comments by the local and foreign press, there was little
indication what the group intended to do at the base or accomplish by the attack; or whether it had
links to similar groups. (Basic data from DyN, AP, Notimex, 01/24/89; Xinhua, Noticias Argentinas,
AP, Notimex, 01/25/89)
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